
 
 

Cricket Australia 
60 Jolimont Street 
Jolimont VIC 3002,  
 

Dear Mr Hockley 

I am writing to you on behalf of Zonta Australia, part of an international human rights 
organisation committed to advancing the status of women and girls worldwide, particularly in 
the areas of leadership, advocacy, education, and empowerment.  

It is with deep concern that we urge Cricket Australia to reconsider its position on 
competing in tournaments where the Afghan men's cricket team is allowed to participate.   
We strongly believe that by doing so, Cricket Australia would be overlooking the severe and 
widespread human rights violations, particularly against women and girls, that persist in 
Afghanistan.   

The Current Situation for Women and Girls in Afghanistan 

Under the current Taliban-led government, women and girls in Afghanistan face systemic 
oppression and violence that strips them of basic human rights and freedoms. The Taliban's 
return to power in 2021 has led to the re-imposition of strict laws restricting women’s access 
to education, employment, healthcare, and public life. Women and girls are denied the right 
to play sports, to express themselves freely, and even to attend school beyond a certain age. 
These actions, amounting to gross violations of human rights, have been internationally 
condemned, yet remain unchanged. 

In light of this, allowing the Afghan men's cricket team to compete on the international stage 
without addressing the regime's discriminatory practices would imply a tacit approval of the 
repression that Afghan women continue to endure. We firmly believe that Cricket Australia, 
as a leader in the international sporting community, has a moral obligation to stand in 
solidarity with the oppressed women and girls of Afghanistan and take a strong stance against 
such injustice. 

The ICC’s Policy on Gender Equality 

We would also like to highlight the International Cricket Council's (ICC) policy regarding 
the recognition of countries for participation in international competitions. The ICC mandates 
that “Full Members must provide a team for both men and women at the international level.” 
This policy emphasizes the importance of gender equality in the sport and acknowledges 
that no nation should be permitted to compete on the global stage without offering equal 
opportunities for both men and women. 

By allowing the Afghan men's team to participate while the Taliban regime continues its 
systematic repression of women and girls, Cricket Australia would be undermining the ICC’s 
commitment to gender equality and human rights. Afghanistan’s refusal to allow women to  



 
 

play cricket, despite widespread calls for change, is incompatible with the principles of 
fairness, equality, and respect that international sport is built upon. 

A Call for Action 

We strongly urge Cricket Australia to align its actions with its values and to take a principled 
stance against the atrocities committed by the Taliban against women and girls. We ask that 
you: 

1. Refrain from allowing the Afghan men's cricket team to compete in international 
cricket under Cricket Australia's jurisdiction until meaningful reforms have been 
made to address the oppression of women and girls in Afghanistan. 

2. Publicly advocate for the rights of women and girls in Afghanistan, demonstrating 
leadership in the global sports community and beyond. 

3. Encourage the ICC to enforce its gender equality policy, ensuring that no country 
that fails to offer equal opportunities to both men and women in cricket is allowed to 
participate in international competitions. 

Cricket is a sport that promotes inclusion, teamwork, and the breaking down of barriers, and 
we believe that it should reflect those values both on and off the field. Allowing the Afghan 
men’s cricket team to compete without addressing the dire situation faced by Afghan women 
is a contradiction to the very essence of the sport. 

We sincerely hope that Cricket Australia will take the appropriate stand and serve as a beacon 
of justice and human rights in the sporting world. 

I look forward to your considered response to the concerns and issues raised. 

Regards 

 
 
Bridget Mather PSM 
Chair:    Zonta Australia Committee 
E:mail:  admin@zontaaustralia.org.au 
Mobile:  +61 418710643 
 

 
 
 
cc.  Mr Todd Greenberg 
 Mr Mike Baird 
 Minister Anika Wells 
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