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Senator the Hon Penny Wong
Minister for Foreign Affairs

MC25-004766

Ms Bridget Mather PSM

Chair

Zonta International Australia
admin@zontaaustralia.org.au

Dear Ms Mather

Thank you for your letter regarding Australia’s progress on United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security (WPS), and for your
acknowledgement of this important 25th anniversary year.

Twenty-five years on, Australia remains committed to the transformative potential of the
WPS agenda. We know that gender equality is a stronger predictor of peace than a nation’s
wealth or political system. However, we are deeply concerned by efforts to reverse global
progress on gender equality and the human rights of women and girls, including sexual and
reproductive health and rights. The erosion of these rights undermines peace and security.

This is why WPS is a cornerstone of Australia’s conflict prevention and foreign policies.
Through our second National Action Plan on WPS, we are working to promote gender
equality, protect the human rights of women and girls, and secure their full, equal and
meaningful participation in peace and security processes. Pursuing gender responsive peace
and security efforts is also a key priority in our International Gender Equality Strategy.

In our region, Australia is partnering with the Southeast Asian Women Peace Mediators and
the Pacific Women Mediators Network to strengthen the power, influence and leadership of
Southeast Asian and Pacific women in conflict prevention and peace building.

We are also supporting improved access to justice for victim-survivors of sexual and gender-
based violence, including through a new AUD1.5 million partnership with the Global
Survivors Fund, for the prevention and response to conflict-related sexual violence.

Our term on the Peacebuilding Commission and our candidacy for a non-permanent seat on
the UNSC for 2029-2030 reflect our deep commitment to women’s participation and
leadership in conflict prevention and peace processes.

Parllament House, Canberra ACT 2600

OFFICIAL


mailto:admin@zontaaustralia.org.au

OFFICIAL

The forthcoming second progress report of the WPS National Action Plan will highlight
whole-of-government achievements across the four pillars of the WPS agenda. We also look
forward to undertaking an independent mid-term review of the National Action Plan to
assess the effectiveness of our current approach and identify ways to improve ongoing
implementation.

Sally-Anne Henfry, Assistant Secretary of the Gender Equality, Disability and Social Inclusion
Branch in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade would be pleased to meet with you to
discuss Australia’s efforts to implement the WPS agenda. Ms Henfry can be reached via

email at sally-anne.henfry@dfat.gov.au

Today, just like 25 years ago when UNSC resolution 1325 passed, Australia remains steadfast
in its commitment to the full implementation of the WPS agenda.

Thank you again for your letter and for your commitment to the WPS agenda.

Yours sincerely

PE NG
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