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BUILD ABETTER WORLD
FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

Senator the Hon Penny Wong
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

Re: Five Years of Taliban Rule — Standing with the Women and Girls of
Afghanistan Through Meaningful Action

As members of Zonta International, we are writing to mark five years since the Taliban
returned to power in Afghanistan. This anniversary is not simply a moment for reflection; it is
an opportunity to assess whether the international community, including Australia, has done
enough to protect the rights, dignity and future of Afghan women and girls. It also provides
an opportunity to reflect on Australia's two decades of engagement in Afghanistan and our
continuing commitments under the Women, Peace and Security agenda and international
human rights frameworks.

As a global organisation working to build a better world for women and girls, Zonta
International has long advocated for women's human rights, education and freedom from
violence. Through our Australian clubs and our international network, we continue to stand in

solidarity with Afghan women and girls and support efforts to ensure their voices remain
heard.

By 15 August 2026, Afghan girls will have been denied access to secondary education for
1,792 days. More than 2.2 million girls remain excluded from education, while women
continue to be barred from universities, many forms of employment, public life, sport and
freedom of movement. More than 126 Taliban decrees have systematically dismantled the
rights of women and girls, leading many Afghan women, legal scholars and international
experts to describe the situation as one of gender apartheid.

We welcome your leadership in ensuring Afghanistan remains a priority within Australia's
international engagement on gender equality. Australia's International Gender Equality
Strategy recognises the unique challenges facing Afghan women and girls and reaffirms
Australia's commitment to advancing the rights of women and girls globally. We also
acknowledge Australia's leadership in supporting proceedings before the International Court
of Justice under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) and its support for international accountability efforts through the
International Criminal Court.

These are significant commitments, and we commend Australia's continued leadership in
championing the rights of Afghan women and girls through multilateral institutions and
international partnerships.



As we mark this significant milestone, we believe it is timely to understand how these
commitments are translating into tangible support and measurable outcomes for Afghan
women and girls.

We would welcome information on the following:

o How is Australia ensuring that its humanitarian and development assistance continues
to directly benefit Afghan women and girls despite the Taliban's restrictions on
women's participation in humanitarian delivery?

e What proportion of Australia's contributions through United Nations agencies and
other international partners is directly supporting programmes for Afghan women and
girls, including education, health services and women-led organisations?

e How is Australia working with international partners to ensure Afghan women
continue to participate meaningfully in international decision-making processes
affecting Afghanistan?

o What further diplomatic initiatives is Australia pursuing to strengthen international
accountability for the systematic discrimination against women and girls in
Afghanistan?

e How is Australia continuing to advocate internationally for recognition of gender
apartheid and other mechanisms that strengthen protection of Afghan women's human
rights?

We are particularly concerned about the disproportionate impact of Taliban policies on
minority communities, especially Hazara women and girls, who experience intersecting
discrimination based on gender, ethnicity and religion. Australia is home to a significant
Afghan-Australian and Hazara-Australian community, many of whom continue to advocate
for the safety of family members facing ongoing persecution.

As a nation that has consistently championed gender equality internationally, Australia is
well placed to continue demonstrating leadership. We respectfully encourage the Australian
Government to:

e continue its leadership in international accountability efforts, including proceedings
before the International Court of Justice and support for the International Criminal
Court;

e continue strengthening humanitarian assistance delivered through trusted international
partners, ensuring that Afghan women and women-led organisations remain central to
programme design and delivery;

e continue advocating for meaningful participation of Afghan women in international
diplomatic processes and peace and security discussions;

e continue supporting international efforts to recognise gender apartheid under
international law; and

o ensure that the rights of Afghan women and girls remain central to Australia's foreign
policy, humanitarian assistance and diplomatic engagement.

This commitment is reflected not only in our advocacy but also in our international service.
At the recent Zonta International Convention, delegates endorsed Standing with Afghan



Women: Expanding Community-Led Solutions to End Gender-Based Violence as one of
Zonta International's major global service initiatives for the 20262028 biennium. Delivered
in partnership with UN Women and Afghan women-led organisations, the initiative will
strengthen survivor-centred services, build the capacity of women-led organisations and

support community-led responses that protect Afghan women and girls living under
extraordinarily difficult circumstances. While this initiative cannot substitute for government
action, it reflects our organisation's commitment to standing alongside Afghan women and
girls through both advocacy and practical support.

As members of Zonta International and Zonta Australia, we believe that advancing women's
rights requires both principled advocacy and practical action. We respectfully ask for your
continued leadership in ensuring that Australia's response to Afghanistan is measured not
only by expressions of solidarity, but by sustained diplomatic engagement, practical action
and measurable outcomes that protect the rights, dignity and future of Afghan women and
girls.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further and to continue working
constructively with the Australian Government in support of Afghan women and girls. We
would also welcome the opportunity to facilitate engagement with Afghan women leaders
and members of the Australian Afghan community should that be of assistance.

Five years after the Taliban's return to power, Afghan women and girls continue to
demonstrate extraordinary courage in defending their fundamental human rights. We hope
Australia will continue to stand with them through principled leadership, sustained
international engagement and practical action that helps ensure those rights are protected and
their voices are never forgotten.

Yours sincerely,

Bridget Mather PSM
Chair: Zonta Australia Committee

E:mail: admin@zontaaustralia.org.au
Mobile: +61 418710643
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