
 
 

 

Dear Minister Pliberseck and Minister McCarthy  

On behalf of Zonta Australia, I write to you to extend our sincere commendation on the 
release of Our Ways – Strong Ways – Our Voices: the National Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Plan to End Family, Domestic and Sexual Violence 2026–2036. 

Zonta Australia warmly welcomes this landmark initiative, which represents the first 
standalone national plan dedicated to addressing family, domestic and sexual violence 
experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and children. This plan 
marks a significant and long-overdue step towards a future in which Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander women and children can live free from violence, with safety, 
dignity and self-determination at its core. 

We particularly acknowledge the commitment of $218.3 million in new funding over 
four years, alongside the clear intention to channel investment through Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs). This approach appropriately recognises 
that community-led, culturally grounded solutions are essential to achieving lasting and 
meaningful change. 

Zonta Australia also applauds the collaborative partnership between the Australian 
Government Department of Social Services and SNAICC, the national Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander-led peak body for children, young people, families and 
communities. The leadership of the Our Ways Steering Committee underscores the 
critical importance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices in shaping policy 
responses to violence affecting their communities. 

We acknowledge the profound and systemic barriers faced by Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women when seeking support in situations of family and domestic 
violence. The data is stark: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are seven times 
more likely to be victims of intimate partner homicide and 27 times more likely than 
non-Indigenous women to be hospitalised due to family violence—rising to 41 times 
more likely in regional and remote communities. These outcomes must be understood 
within the broader context of colonisation, systemic racism and intergenerational 
trauma experienced by First Nations peoples in Australia. 

We also strongly support the announcement of 5 February 2026 regarding the 
introduction of legislation to establish an Independent Commissioner to improve 
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people. This 
reform, supported by $33.5 million in new funding, represents a critical step towards 
strengthening accountability and advancing the Australian Government’s commitments 
under Closing the Gap. 

 



 
 

 

As noted in the accompanying media release, a number of Closing the Gap targets 
relating to children and young people—particularly in development, safety, child 
protection and justice—remain off track. The establishment of the National Commission 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People will provide 
essential oversight, coordination and authority to drive systemic reform and improve 
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people. 

Zonta Australia is proud to provide a unified national voice for Zonta International and 
Zonta clubs across Australia on issues of national importance affecting women and girls. 
Established in June 2024, Zonta Australia represents three Zonta Districts, more than 
100 clubs and over 2,000 members nationwide. 

For more than a century, Zonta International has been a global advocate for gender 
equality, working to ensure women’s full and equal participation in society and to 
secure equal opportunities for girls to access education and realise their full potential. 

We commend your leadership and commitment in addressing family, domestic and 
sexual violence, and in advancing outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women, children and young people. Zonta Australia stands ready to support these 
initiatives and contribute to our shared goal of a safer, more just and equitable future 
for all Australians. 

Yours sincerely, 

Bridget  

 
Bridget Mather PSM 
Chair Zonta Australia  
E: admin@zontaaustralia.org.au 
M: +61 418 710 643 
www.zontaaustralia.org.au 
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