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Dear Ms Mather 

Thank you for your correspondence of 2 March 2025 to the Minister for Aged Care and Minister 
for Sport, the Hon Anika Wells MP, regarding Cricket Australia’s position on human rights in 
Afghanistan. Due to the election period, the Minister has asked that I respond on her behalf. 

Australia is proud to host many members of Afghanistan’s Women’s Cricket team. I am advised 
that there are 22 Afghanistan players that were contracted by the Afghanistan Cricket Board 
prior to September 2021 who have joined local clubs in Melbourne and Canberra since they fled 
to Australia. 

I understand from the Office of the Hon Tim Watts MP, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
that Australia has expressed its position that the ICC should enforce its own rules against the 
Afghanistan Cricket authorities. I understand that those rules make it clear that test playing 
nations must support women’s cricket.

In relation to cricket matches involving the Afghanistan men’s team, Cricket Australia’s approach 
has been developed in consultation with the Government. Under that approach, while Cricket 
Australia cannot control the rules of major tournaments under the International Cricket Council, 
Cricket Australia can decide whether or not to participate in bilateral series. I understand Cricket 
Australia accordingly withdrew from the men’s T20 International three-match series against 
Afghanistan scheduled for August 2024.

Should you have any further questions, I would encourage you to contact the office of the Hon 
Tim Watts, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Thank you for writing on this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Barnaby Kerdel
Acting Chief of Staff 

17 April 2025


