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Introduction

Zonta Australia welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Treasury
consultation on Perpetrators and Victims’ Superannuation Death Benefits.

Zonta Australia is part of Zonta International, a global service and advocacy organisation
working to build a better world for women and girls. In Australia, Zonta advocates for
policies that promote gender equality, economic justice and the elimination of violence
against women and girls.

Our comments focus on the policy principles underpinning the consultation rather than the
technical legal design of reforms.

Support for the Policy Objective

Zonta Australia supports the principle that individuals responsible for family or domestic
violence leading to the death of a victim-survivor should not be permitted to benefit
financially from that person’s superannuation death benefits.

Allowing perpetrators to receive financial gain in such circumstances is inconsistent with
community expectations of justice and risks compounding the harm experienced by victim-
survivors and their families.

Measures that prevent perpetrators from benefiting financially from violence align with
broader efforts to ensure that financial and legal systems do not inadvertently perpetuate
harm.
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Victim-Survivor Centred Policy Design

Zonta Australia encourages reforms that prioritise the wellbeing and financial security of
those affected by family and domestic violence, particularly:

e children and dependents of victim-survivors
o other family members affected by the violence.

Administrative processes should also recognise the trauma experienced by families and avoid
placing unnecessary procedural burdens on victim-survivors or their families.

Clear and Consistent National Framework

The consultation paper highlights the complexity superannuation trustees face when dealing
with cases involving family violence.

Zonta Australia supports reforms that provide clear and consistent national rules to guide
decision-making by superannuation trustees. Greater clarity would:

e reduce delays and uncertainty for families

e improve consistency across superannuation funds
o strengthen public confidence in the system.

Safeguards and Procedural Fairness

While supporting stronger protections for victim-survivors, Zonta Australia recognises the
importance of maintaining appropriate safeguards and procedural fairness.

Reforms should include:
e clear evidentiary standards
e transparent decision-making processes

o alignment with relevant legal or court processes where appropriate.

These safeguards will help ensure decisions are fair, consistent and robust.
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Recognising the Gendered Nature of Family Violence

Family and domestic violence disproportionately affects women, and the economic
consequences of such violence can be profound and long-lasting. Economic abuse is
increasingly recognised as a key component of coercive control, often leaving victim-
survivors financially vulnerable both during and after abusive relationships.

Policies governing superannuation and financial benefits should therefore ensure that
perpetrators cannot benefit financially from violence and that the financial security of
families affected by violence is protected.

Conclusion

Zonta Australia supports reforms that prevent perpetrators of family and domestic violence
from benefiting financially from the superannuation death benefits of victim-survivors.

As an organisation committed to eliminating violence against women and advancing
women’s economic security, we welcome policy measures that strengthen justice,
accountability and financial protection for families affected by violence.

We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this consultation and would welcome further
engagement as reforms are developed.
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