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ZA COMMITTEE CHAIR MESSAGE

It is with great pride that | present Zonta Australia’s
inaugural Annual Report—an historic milestone that
reflects our collective energy, passion and purpose.
This year, we have established a strong and unified
national voice for women and girls, while recognising
and celebrating the vital work of Zonta Clubs within
their local communities. The efforts of the National
Committee have not only elevated advocacy to the
highest levels of government—where lasting policy is
shaped—but have also inspired clubs across the
country to raise their voices locally with renewed
confidence and clarity. Together, we have shown that
meaningful change occurs when advocacy is both
community-led and nationally coordinated.

While advocacy is central to our mission, we also acknowledge the critical role of service
in addressing the consequences of policy gaps. When policy fails to protect or empower
women and girls, it is often service that steps in to meet their immediate needs. Zontians
remain deeply committed to this dual approach—advocating for long-term change while
also delivering hands-on support to fill the spaces where systems fall short. This balance
between advocacy and service is a hallmark of Zonta’s strength.

As a proud part of Zonta International, with consultative status at the United Nations, we
are committed to aligning our work with global priorities—particularly the Sustainable
Development Goals that promote gender equality, education and safety. Our national
advocacy this year focused on reminding government leaders of these vital commitments,
ensuring that policies remain grounded in the advancement of women’s rights and
opportunities in Australia.

Importantly, our advocacy extended beyond government, recognising that influence and
responsibility exist in every sector. A notable example was our formal letter to Cricket
Australia, in which we expressed deep concern about the inclusion of the Afghanistan
men’s team in international competition, despite the ongoing and unlawful exclusion of
Afghan women and girls from public life, education and sport. This advocacy action sent a
clear and powerful message: silence in the face of injustice is not acceptable, and
organisations must uphold the principles of equity, dignity, and inclusion.

We were also deeply honoured to receive the patronage of Her Excellency the Honourable
Ms Sam Mostyn AC, who assumed office as Australia’s 28th Governor-General on 1 July
2024. Her endorsement affirms the value of our mission and provides national recognition
of Zonta Australia’s role as a leading voice for gender equality and systemic reform.

This report captures the spirit, progress, and promise of our collective work. | extend my
heartfelt thanks to every Zontian across Australia for their commitment, passion and belief
in a better future. Together, we are building momentum—and we are only just beginning!
Bridget Mather, PSM, Chair, Zonta Australia Committee
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ZONTA AUSTRALIA

A UNIFIED VOICE FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS

In a landmark step forward for coordinated advocacy and impact,
Zonta Australia was established in June 2024 as a unified
national voice for Zonta clubs in Australia at the Zonta
International Convention held in Brisbane.

Zonta Australia brings together the collective strength of more
than 100 clubs in Districts 22, 23 and 24, amplifying Zonta
influence on critical issues affecting women and girls in
Australia.

Zonta Australia enhances strategic advocacy, streamlines
communication and engages with national policy and decision-
makers. It complements the work of Zonta clubs and the three
Districts by driving national campaigns, responding to emerging
issues and representing Zonta at federal forums and national
coalitions.

It aligns with Zonta International’s strong global focus on
advocacy, led through a Country Leaders network of 15 countries
and supported by ZI's International Advocacy Committee. It
reinforces Zonta’s commitment to influencing policies and
legislation across all levels of government and civil society.

Zonta Australia's work is part of a broader international effort to
leverage real improvements for women and girls—connecting
local action to global change. Zonta’'s advocacy complements the
efforts of the United Nations, where Zonta International holds
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council and
the Council of Europe, with whom Zonta collaborates to promote
agender equality and human riaghts.
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ZONTA AUSTRALIA

LEADERSHIP AND REPRESENTATION






















