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Z A  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R  M E S S A G E

These partnerships demonstrate that no single organisation can achieve lasting change alone.
By working together, we amplify our voice, strengthen the evidence that underpins our
advocacy and increase our capacity to influence the policies and decisions to build a more just,
equitable and sustainable world for women and girls. Our commitment to advocacy extends
beyond Australia’s borders. Through our participation in CSW70 in New York, Women Deliver
2026 in Melbourne, the Zonta International 2026 Convention, and engagement, through Sharyl
Scott with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) in Bangkok, Zonta Australia has continued to strengthen its contribution to Zonta
International and the global movement for the rights of women and girls

. 
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These opportunities enable us to share Australian perspectives and experience and to
bring back global insight and international best practice to inform our advocacy. Carole
Theobald through Zonta Says NOW has ensured climate justice and environmental
sustainability remain on our advocacy agenda, reinforcing the vital connection between
gender equality and climate justice. These achievements have been possible thanks to the
dedication and commitment of theinaugural Zonta Australia Committee. My sincere thanks
to outgoing District Governors— Dr Petra Ladwig (District 22), Debbie Schmidt (District 23)
and Bernardine Guy (District 24)—together with Marie Stewart (D22), Dr Lesley Siegloff
(D23) and Dr Janette Curtis (D24). Their leadership and countless volunteer hours have
established a strong foundation for a truly national advocacy voice. I also warmly welcome
incoming District Governors—Robyn Liddell (District 22), Wendy Quinn (District 23) and
Jennifer Miller (District 24)—together with new District Advocacy Chairs, Lisa Lothian
(District 22) and Nicole Sanders (District 23). I am pleased that Sandra McLean (District 22)
and Jill Davis (District 24) will continue on the Committee, providing valuable continuity
and leadership to build on the momentum of the inaugural biennium.
It is a privilege to continue as Chair of Zonta Australia; the next  two years will be a time
of transformation, with Zonta International’s  Blueprint for the Future an opportunity to
shape a strong, connected and agile Zonta to meet the challenges of the decades ahead.
We look forward to strengthening our engagement across the Asia-Pacific region alongside
our continued engagement with national partners. By working together, we will be a
respected and influential voice advancing the rights, equality, education, health and
empowerment of women and girls. The future of Zonta Australia will be shaped  by every
Zontian who chooses to advocate, collaborate and lead. Thank you to every member who
contributes to this important work. I look forward with enthusiasm and optimism to all that
we will achieve together in the coming biennium.
Bridget Mather, PSM, Chair, Zonta Australia Committee 

This inaugural biennium has demonstrated the growing
strength, reach and influence of Zonta Australia's national
advocacy. A defining feature of our work has been our
commitment to building strategic partnerships and working
collaboratively with organisations that share our commitment
to advancing the rights of women and girls. Through
collaboration with the National Council of Women Australia,
the National Foundation for Australian Women, Business and
Professional Women, the Feminist Climate Collective and other
civil society organisations, we have strengthened the collective
voice advocating for gender equality. 
. 
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Z O N T A  A U S T R A L I A  
A UNIFIED VOICE FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS 

In a landmark step forward for coordinated advocacy and impact,
Zonta Australia was established in June 2024 as a unified
national voice for Zonta clubs in Australia at the Zonta
International Convention held in Brisbane. 

Zonta Australia brings together the collective strength of more
than 100 clubs  in Districts 22, 23 and 24, amplifying Zonta
influence on critical issues affecting women and girls in
Australia.

Zonta Australia enhances strategic advocacy, streamlines
communication and engages with national policy and decision-
makers. It complements the work of Zonta clubs and the three
Districts by driving national campaigns, responding to emerging
issues and representing Zonta at federal forums and national
coalitions.

It aligns with Zonta International’s strong global focus on
advocacy, led through a Country Leaders network of 15 countries
and supported by ZI’s International Advocacy Committee. It
reinforces Zonta’s commitment to influencing policies and
legislation across all levels of government and civil society.

Zonta Australia's work is part of a broader international effort to
leverage real improvements for women and girls—connecting
local action to global change. Zonta’s advocacy complements the
efforts of the United Nations, where Zonta International holds
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council  and
the Council of Europe, with whom Zonta collaborates to promote
gender equality and human rights.
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Z O N T A  A U S T R A L I A  
LEADERSHIP AND REPRESENTATION 

The Zonta Australia Committee comprises two representatives
from each of the three Australian districts, along with the
District Governors serving as ex-officio members. The
members for 2025-26 were:
 
Chair: Bridget Mather PSM (District 23)
Secretary: Sandra McLean (District 22)
Committee Members:
Marie Stewart (District 22)
Dr Lesley Siegloff (District 23)
Jill Davis (District 24)
Dr Janette Curtis (District 24)

Ex-officio District Governors:
Dr Petra Ladwig (District 22)
Debbie Schmidt (District 23)
Bernardine Guy (District 24)
 
In addition to the core committee, Zonta Australia includes
key representatives and advisors: 
• Zonta Says NOW Australian Representative: Carol Theobald,
(D23) Chair of the Zonta Says NOW Working Group, leads
initiatives focusing on gender-equal climate action. 
• ESCAP UN Zonta Australia Representative: Sharyl Scott (D24)
serves as Zonta International's representative at the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), contributing to regional discussions on gender
equality and sustainable development.
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PATRON
Our patron for Zonta Australia 

Zonta Australia is honoured to have the patronage of Her
Excellency the Honourable Sam Mostyn AC, the 28th Governor-
General of Australia. 
Her Excellency's support underscores the national significance of
Zonta's mission and enhances our capacity to advocate for gender
equality and women’s empowerment across the country. 
Ms Mostyn is known for her exceptional service to the Australian
community. She has a long history in executive and governance
roles across diverse sectors, including business, sport, climate
change, the arts, policy and not-for-profit.In 2024, Ms Mostyn was
appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia for eminent
service in the social justice, gender equity, sporting, cultural and
business sectors, to reconciliation, and to environmental
sustainability. For her continued contribution as an advocate for
gender inclusion and equality, sustainability, and climate change
action, Ms Mostyn was awarded the 2020 United Nations Day
Honour Award and an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from the
Australian National University in 2018. 

0 5

Her Excellency Sam Mostyn AC with ZA Committee members Jill Davis and Bernardine Guy 
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K E Y  A C H I E V E M E N T S

In our second year Zonta Australia has continued and deepened the work
to raise the Zonta voice for positive change across key issues both
nationally and globally. Zonta Australia aligns all its advocacy with the
mission of Zonta International which is reflected in  our advocacy themes
for 2025-2026:

Ending Violence against women and girls
Women's economic equality
Women, Peace and Security
Modern slavery and human trafficking
Women's health and reproductive rights
Climate justice
First Nations women and girls
Gender-responsive public policy
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ZA Australia Chair Bridget Mather 16 Days of Activism (right); ZA Committee member Lesley Siegloff (right)



National Advocacy Campaigns
During this biennium Zonta Australia stepped up its national advocacy,
working with other peak organisations for women as well as joining key
conversations at signature events including the Women Deliver
Conference in Melbourne in April 2026.

Zonta Australia coordinated efforts across Zonta clubs to engage with
candidates and parties, highlighting policy gaps and advocating for
supportive measures in areas such as domestic violence prevention,
gender-responsive budgeting, climate justice and equitable economic
participation for women. It provided support for clubs seeking to advocate
on issues such as domestic and family violence and also to speak out for a
compassionate and peaceful response to the deadly Bondi Beach attack in
Sydney in December 2025, writing to Her Excellency The Governor-General
praising her calm response and call for unity and respect.
Climate justice was a key advocacy platform for Zonta Australia which worked
more closely with Zonta Says Now, with inclusion and support for the
national and international Think Tanks. The Zonta Australia committee
welcomed the insights and support of Zonta Says Now’s Carole Theobald as
part of the Committee’s work on climate justice with joint representation at
Think Tanks and conferences.
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K E Y  A C H I E V E M E N T S
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K E Y  A C H I E V E M E N T S  
 

Global Solidarity on Women's Rights: Zonta Australia stepped up its support for
women’s rights nationally and internationally by attending CSW70 in the US in
March 2026 along with other Zontians from Australia and around the world.

At CSW70, Zonta Australia Committee Chair Bridget Mather PSM was a co-
presenter along with Dr Anna Cody, Australia’s Sex Discrimination Commissioner
and Jahna Cedar OAM, co-chair First Nations X on a panel about feminist,
intersectional and evidence-informed approaches to justice reforms and the role
of engagement with men and boys as part of this justice reform.

Attending CSW70 enabled Zonta Australia to directly engage with women from
around the globe on the key issues impacting on women and girls and to also
meet with Zonta International representatives who attended CSW70 and the
organisations UNFPA partners seeking to collaborate and explore innovation and
leadership in advancing gender quality globally.

Zonta Australia Chair Bridget Mather, Dr Anna Cody and Sandy
Venn-Brown, Zonta International President at CSW 2026.
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K E Y  A C H I E V E M E N T S  
 
Strengthened Partnerships

Zonta Australia continued to build strong working relationships with other
peak women's organisations, including National Council of Women
Australia,  BPW Australia and Soroptimist International Australia. Joint
advocacy activities, shared representation at national and international
forums, and collaborative public statements strengthened the collective
voice of women and increased the visibility and impact of advocacy efforts
across Australia. These partnerships demonstrate that Zonta Australia is not
only advocating independently but is increasingly recognised as a trusted
partner within the broader women's advocacy sector. This is an important
strategic achievement of the biennium.   

Representation at National and International forums

Zonta Australia established stronger relationships with affiliated groups
through attendance at CSW70 and the Women Deliver conference in
Melbourne in April 2026; and continues to develop cross-sector alliances,
ensuring visibility and influence.

The UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70) was held at United
Nations Headquarters in New York, USA, from March 9 to 19, 2026. This
session focused on promoting gender equality, women’s empowerment, and
reviewing progress on global standards for women’s rights. Several
members of Zonta Australia attended Women Deliver Conference, 27–30
April 2026, in Melbourne, which was regionally hosted for the first time by
the Oceania Pacific. It was an opportunity to meet with and hear from
women from across Australia and the Pacific and to see the new ways that
women are working to achieve gender equality and to hear the voices of
First Nations women as well as our emerging leaders – the young women
of today. There were two significant declarations: the Melbourne
Declaration for Gender Equity and the First Nations Indigenous Women’s
Statement. These are on the Zonta Australia website with a summary of
Zonta Australia Chair Bridget Mather’s insights from the Conference.
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/latest-news/
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Leadership Development

Shared learning, mentoring and training opportunities have strengthened
local and national capacity for advocacy and leadership enabling Zonta
Australia to ensure it is aware of club priorities to action at a national
level. Zonta Australia Committee members have presented and spoken at
Zonta club meetings and state conferences.
Amplified Visibility: A unified digital presence with a new website
(www.zontaaustralia.org.au) and national communications strategy have
enhanced public awareness and media engagement.

Case study
Zonta Australia Committee members Sandra McLean and Marie Stewart
along with Nshara Kingston gave a workshop on Active Advocacy at the
District 22 Convention in Mount Isa in 2025. The workshop focused on how
to put the I in Impact working with club members to provide examples of
practical advocacy, how everyone can be an advocate and to update on how
Zonta’s advocacy works across international, national and club levels. 
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Advocacy workshop Mount
Isa District 22 Conference

2025
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A D V O C A C Y  A C T I O N S
We have corresponded with government and key
representatives to raise our concerns across a
range of issues that align with Zonta
International’s objective to build a better world
for women and girls.
  
 2025
Submission: Economic Round Table
This submission  was built around key categories
for discussion at the Roundtable and included:
Productivity: Housing, Care, and Participation
with recommendations for a comprehensive care
economy strategy aligned with W20 and G20
priorities;Investment in affordable, safe, high-
quality childcare and aged care; Paid parental
leave and flexible work to support carers;
Systemic action on the undervaluation of
feminised sectors; Immediate investment in
affordable housing, without which women cannot
safely participate in economic life; and
Accelerate action to eliminate the gender pay
gap across the economy. 
 
Economic Resilience and Climate Change: Urgent
investment in affordable and modest housing
stock;  Urgent consideration of innovative
housing stock that better suits women to age in
place;  Secure employment pathways for migrant
and refugee women;  Gender-inclusive climate
resilience planning, informed by the COP31
Gender Statement. 

A P P E N D I X  

https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Zonta-Australia-Economic-Reform-Submission-220725-003.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Zonta-Australia-Economic-Reform-Submission-220725-003.pdf
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A D V O C A C Y  A C T I O N S
2025
Submission: To the Hon Senator Penny Wong, Minister for Foreign Affairs
re Australia’s progress on UNSC Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace and
Security). This submission sought an update on: 
Progress under the current National Action Plan, particularly across the
four WPS pillars: prevention, protection, participation and recovery;
Ongoing challenges and areas requiring greater focus, in light of current
global instability and threats to women’s rights; Australia’s forward-
looking priorities for strengthening the WPS agenda. 

Letter: To the Ambassador to Counter Modern Slavery, People Smuggling
and Human Trafficking on her appointment and to the Hon Senator Penny
Wong, Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Hon Michelle Rowland MP,
Attorney-General congratulating them on the appointment of Ambassador
Jane Duke. 

Letter: To the Hon Mark Butler MP Minister for Health and Aged Care
regarding the Government commitment to women’s health.
Letter: Congratulation to Hon Michelle O’Byrne on her appointment as
Ambassador for Gender Equity.

2026
Letters: to Ministers Pliberseck & McCarthy commending them on the
release of Our Ways – Strong Ways – Our Voices: the National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Plan to End Family, Domestic and Sexual
Violence 2026–2036.

Submission: to the Commonwealth Treasury consultation on Perpetrators
and Victims’ Superannuation Death Benefits.

A P P E N D I X  

https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/National-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Plan-to-End-Family-Domestic-and-Sexual-Violence-20262036.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/National-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Plan-to-End-Family-Domestic-and-Sexual-Violence-20262036.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/National-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Plan-to-End-Family-Domestic-and-Sexual-Violence-20262036.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/National-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-Plan-to-End-Family-Domestic-and-Sexual-Violence-20262036.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Submission-to-the-Treasury-Consultation-Final.pdf
https://zontaaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Submission-to-the-Treasury-Consultation-Final.pdf
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A D V O C A C Y  A C T I O N S
2026

Media release: Joint Statement from Australia’s Peak Women’s
Organisations As Leaders and National Presidents of BPW Australia
(Business and Professional Women Australia), the National Council of
Women Australia, Soroptimist International Australia, and Zonta Australia,
the peak women’s organisations in Australia with a long history of
advocacy for women’s rights and human rights, we write together at a
time of profound national grief. As organisations committed to human
rights, peace, and the wellbeing of women and girls, we unequivocally
condemn this violence and reaffirm our commitment to inclusion,
compassion, and community safety for all.

Letter: Letter provided to all Zonta clubs to respective state’s Attorney-
General seeking advice on any actions taken to develop a DV register .

Letter: Sex Discrimination Act (SDA). The Bill limits the definition of
woman to biological and genetic factors, imposes a strict gender binary
(with no space for non-binary people) and creates an exception to the
SDA for people who want to create women-only spaces or services,
without having to explain why other people should be excluded.  ZA
signed the letter against changes to the SDA as part of an advocacy
action managed by Not In our Name

A P P E N D I X  

All submissions and letters can be found on the Zonta Australia
website:

https://www.zontaaustralia.org.au/

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/nionwomenaus/


JUNE 20262025-2026 //

A F F I L I A T E S  

A P P E N D I X  
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